Inverted Souls of History

Jim Elliot - To Exhibit the Value of Knowing God
Born October 8", 1927 in Portland, Oregon
Died January 8" 1956 at —P a | m IBnette Eduadorian Rainforest

Lord make my way prosperous, not that | achieve high station, but that
my life may be an exhibit to the value of knowing God.!

Such was the prayer of one twenty year old named Jim. As | read about the life of Jim Elliot |
searched for a title for this biography which would be appropriate to describe the man | have observed. It
would have been easy to select the Elliot quote for which he has become most famous: —He i s no f ool
who gives that which he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.I? Yet that seemed an encouragement
to others rather than a description of what | saw in this man. What | did see was value in a life, the great
value of knowing and loving the God of the Bible. The value of knowing God was indeed fully on display
in the life of Jim Elliot. So | have entitled this biography —J i m -ETb Exhiloittthe Value of Knowing
Go d Sditis now my prayer that the fire of the value of knowing God would be stoked hot in our own

lives. To this end let us now look at the life of a man who lived and died just over fifty years ago.

Jimbébs EIlliotds Story

The Early Years

Jim Elliot was born into a family from the Pacific Northwest. His mother Clara Luginbuhl, was the
daughter of Swiss immigrants and his father, Fred Elliot was a traveling evangelist from Portland, Oregon.
The two were married in 1918 and then settled in the great city of Seattle, WA. It was here that they gave
birth to their first child, Robert, in 1921. During four years in Seattle, Clara worked as a chiropractor and

Fred as an Evangelist throughout the Puget Sound region. The family returned to Portland, OR from

A prayer by a twenty year old Jim Elliot Elisabeth Elliot, Shadow of the Almighty; the Life & Testament of Jim Elliot (New York,:
Harper, 1958), 11.

2 These words were written by Elliot in 1949 as a student at Wheaton College. Elisabeth Elliot, ed., The Journals of Jim Elliot (Grand
Rapids: Fleming H. Revel, 1978; reprint, Fourth Printing), 174.



Seattle where three more children were born, not the least of which was one Philip James Elliot who

arrived on October 8", 1927.2

The Elliot home was centered in the gospel and the mission of the church. Fred Elliot read the
Scriptures with his children daily seekingngatvays show t h
to avoid legalismo r a | i slt Atapproximately six gears of age Jim Elliot gave his life to Christ
assuring his mot hkordJestécan comenvehenaver He wamts. He could take our

whol e family, because | ‘“m saved now, and Janies(his y o

The Elliot home was a haven of hospitality to friends and missionaries from various parts of the globe.
Such an environment consistently placed the kids around new people in social settings. This contributed
to them being free and uninhibited in public. The Elliot family loved the outdoors and the glory of the

created world was ever about them in the mountains and coastline of Oregon.

As a young boy Jim was a bit of a dynamo and one friend describedhimas —t hi s pictur e of
fury, and recklessness. | No n et ére hae skeen hindandwassa a | eader
fine public speaker from a very young age. His childhood was spent in normal sort of activities; he went
to school, played sports, and even spent a season of Saturdays working for his brother in a garbage
collection business.® In High School Jim was very wary of the ladies. He once remarked to his friend
Dick Fisher, —domesticated mal es ar enhisfriendsiabobt f or adven:
women getting their hooks into them.” It would be some time before Jim would succumb to the opposite

Sex.

Although he was involved in routine childhood activities, Jim also exhibited some exceptional
gualities. In high school he began to read and memorize poetry, even using the poetic form in his
correspondence with friends. Jim also sensed a calling from God on his life even in high school and

began to commit himself to the Scriptures and the local congregation. It seemed missions was moving

i Elliot, Shadow of the Almighty; the Life & Testament of Jim Elliot, 25.
Ibid.

® Ibid., 25-26.

® Ibid., 30-31.

7 Ibid., 31.



into his blood during his high school years as well. When Werner Durtschi, a high school friend,
guestioned Jim about why he was running aroundatrackhe r emember ed EI4Biodt sy respon

exercise is profitable for a little. He® was building |

Off to College

After high school, Jim Elliot entered Wheaton College in Illinois during the fall of 1945. His stated
goalwaswor ki ng on what he called an —Approved Unto Godl d
a college wrestler, a sport whose discipline and diet he felt would prepare him for missionary service.
El | i ot ‘ves unanvinoed about the good of this wrestling; a sport she saw as full of unnecessary
dangers. Poking fun with his Mom,J i m wr ot e to her the following —My fir:
thing, as Granny [an elderly friend in Wheaton] calls it, showed up on Saturday. It is a puffing of the inner
flanges of the ear, commonly called _caulifl ower."' N o 1
Granny thought it was terrible for me to go off to the match singing hymns, and when | afterward told her

that we always had prayer befor% a fight, it nearly shi;

It was during his college years and through his involvement with the Student Foreign Missions
Fellowship that he began to deepen in his passion for global missions. His first venture would be in the
summer of 1947 when he hitchhiked to Mexico with Ron Harris, a friend whose parents were missionaries
there.®® Of hi s experiences he remarked —Missionaries are Ve

asked. Simply a bunch of nobodies trying to exalt Somebody. f

Though Jim had determined to eliminate all non essentials from his schedule in college and was
quite happy to do without a date, in the fall of 1947 he met Bettyll in an ancient history class. Elisabeth
Howard was, like Jim, a Greek major seeking training in the Scriptures for the task of Bible translation on

the mission field. This was the beginning of a long and lasting friendship which would eventually bloom

8 .
Ibid., 32.
® Ibid., 38, 43. The author of the paper, beinganex-wr est | er with a cauliflower ear of his own, f
fun with friends and family surrounding the combative sport.
10 H
Ibid., 45.
" Ibid., 46.



into the flower of marriage; yet at this time Jim would not hear any of that. He was still obstinately a
single man. They were very intent from the beginning to keep God as their first priority and not to allow

their friendship to interfere with his calling on their lives.

Progressively through his college days, his call to mission grew more and more specific. First to
unreached peoples, then to Latin America, and finally to the South American jungle; though this call
devel oped over the years and .bThefalgvMng arentypicahof Hisdettensoi | t o J |
and journal entries during theseyearsand show the progression of God‘s <cal
ol only hope that He wihoHavelnevdr hearethepgnaneadasys. What t hos e
else is worth this life? | have heard of nothingbe t t er . _Lord s%nd me!‘ [Age 20

\l(sesterday | prayed that God would take me to Peru or Brazil before | pass another October 8
[Age 21]

Father, if Thou wilt let me go to South America to labor with Thee and to die, | pray that Thou wilt
let me go soon. Nevertheless, not my will. [Age 21]**

Prayed a strange prayer today. | covenanted with the Father that He would do either of two

things: either glorify Himself to the utmost in me or slay me. By His grace | shall not have His

second best. For He heard me, | believe, so that now | have nothing to look forward to but a life

of sacrificial sonship (that ' s —$ponwPengps®raorrowbr gl or i f

What a prospect! [Age 21]*°

| am quite at ease about saying that tribal work in the South American jungle is the general

direction of my missionary purpose. Also, | am confident that God wants me to begin jungle work

single. Those are some good-sized issues to get settled finally in a week. [Age 21] 16

One of the greatest blessings of heaven is the appreciation of heaven on earth. He is no fool who

gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose."’ [Age 22]

Jim Elliot was no superman, he was very human and he struggled with his heart before God. He
wrestled with days of numbness to the things of God, discouragement, feelings of being useless to God
and like many young men he struggled and trusted the Lord to walk in purity of heart and mind. Yet these

were his writings and the very clear desire of his soul. This was the man God was forming Jim Elliot to

be. Jim Elliot, a college student.

12 |bid., 60. Emphasis added

13 i

Ibid., 70.

“Ibid,72.Emphasis on —South Americal added. Emphasis on —ot my willl i
®|bid.,73.Here we see EIlliot did not have a martyr‘s wish, nthattvaywas cl ear |

His life belonged to God. We see this here.
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7 Elliot, ed., The Journals of Jim Elliot, 174.



Patiently and Urgently Waiting

After college Jim spent time studying the Scriptures and serving in the local church in Portland.
During this time he wrestled with pride and the desire for personal greatness and reputation. On one
occasion he wrote:

| sense tonight that my desiresto be greatareli kel y t o fr usforgaod®beGong s i nt en

through me. O Lord, let me pray again with earnest, honest heart. | will not be great, only, God,

grant me Thy goodness.™®
He served faithfully working various jobs in Oregon, substitute teaching and doing some itinerate
preaching. During this time he read voraciously of the Scriptures, poetry, and books, specifically
Christian biography. He continued to formulate in his mind what he considered the New Testament
principles of ministry and worship. Preaching the gospel, making disciples, who would then teach and
preach, simple worship of God through Jesus Christ, and the priesthood of all believers. This was the
pattern he saw in the Bible. To this pattern, wherever God called, was to be his way of life. During this
time he also began correspondence with one Wilfred Tidmarsh of Ecuador about work with the Quichua

Indians, a primitive rainforest tribespeople without a written Ianguage.19

After his time in Portland Jim departed for Oklahoma in June of 1950 to participate in the Summer
Institute of Linguistics; he continuedt o prepare for missions as he awaited
on his life. During this time he spent two and a half months learning to study unwritten dialects and how
to transcribe them and break them down. In Oklahoma Jim met an actual missionary to the Quichuas
and this was the firsttimeh e hear d o f*an jorgle trib® untoackdd by civilization never having

heard the name of Jesus.”" This of course thrilled Elliot as he saw the plans and will of God converging

'8 |bid., 148. Emphasis in original

1% Elliot, Shadow of the Almighty; the Life & Testament of Jim Elliot, 112.

% It is now known that the tribe is actually known as the Waodoni. The name Auca is how the Quichua and the missionaries knew

them at this juncture in history. So —Aucal wild.l be upeed for chronc
% Ipid., 129.



as he patiently, yet eagerly prepared to serve. On July 4™ 1950 he set aside ten days to pray that God
was indeed leading him to the jungles of Ecuador. During this time he wrote the following in his journal:

July 4" - Make my path sure, O Lord. Establish my goings. Send me when and where You will,
and manifest to all that you are my Guide.*

July8th—Thesearedaysofvisionforme—d ays wherein are revealed to me

which must be if Christ is to have glory. Partly they are revealed in what | see around me by way

of departure from the Word of God in practice. Partly they are known in the reading of the

Scripture as | see the ideal and its beauty in days past. Oh, what manner of men we ought to be

in light of what shall soon be on us! What fervent prayer, what diligent witness, what intense

concern ought to occupy us in the light of what is now on us! Lord, Thou has spoken once and

again to my soul. What ought to be can be—and | believe. Vindicate Thy Name, Thy Word, Thy

pattern by accomplishing t he <% many —oughtsll | see
On July 14™ he knew he was to write Mr. Tidmarsh and tell him that he would go to Ecuador in the will of

God.

Convinced of his calling, his departure was still not yet at hand. For he had friends to gather and
he wanted opportunity for the pattern of ministry he so saw in the Bible to be put into practice. While in
Oklahoma a long time college friend, Ed McCuIIy24, contacted Jim as to his plans to withdraw from law
school to I|live whbat R thenadcides the must gogoohls ffiend who was in
Milwaukee, WI. Jim took a job there as a painter and Ed worked as a night clerk in a hotel. Every other
night they would read and discuss the Scripture together and pray about their future.?® At this time Jim
went to a small town in Indiana where he had received word that a group of couples were interested in
studying the Bible. He shared with them his views of
this short stint in Indiana he and Ed went to establish an assembly (plant a church) in southern lllinois
where they continued to practice what they saw as New Testament pattern. Jim's desires were
partner with him as a single man in the jungle mission, but it was not to be at this time as Ed made known
to Jim that he was going to be married. He and his wife Marilou would go to the medical school of the
Bible Institute of Los Angeles (BIOLA)andby God' s gra¢einhdymwouanl €gd€cuador in

time. It was at this time that Jimlearnedof God*‘ s pl an B f oashaleamedrotaner i n Ecu

*2 Elliot, ed., The Journals of Jim Elliot, 262.

% Jpid,

* McCully was class president at Wheaton and was crowned the best orator in the nation at a collegiate speaking competition in
California. Jim had been after Ed for some time to give his life to missions so this was great news for Elliot.

% Elliot, ed., The Journals of Jim Elliot, 135, 136.



young Pete Fleming. Fleming was from the University of Washington and was also sensing a call to the
jungle. After a few months of preparation in Portland, Jim and Pete were to leave for Ecuador in February

of 1952.

To South America

Jim and Pete arrived in Quito, Ecuador where they set about the task of learning Spanish and
preparing for labors in the jungle. In this season Jim switched entirely to reading the Scriptures in
Spanish which brought on a time of spiritual gloominess in his life. During this time Elisabeth had
separately come to Ecuador to work in translation tasks and the two continued their friendship but Jim still
held firm in his convictiont hat —Mar r i a gew, if ssnplyionot hé t'mne.llzenBeing out of the
United States impacted Jim Elliot and he enjoyed the simple life of the Ecuadorian people. Speaking of
the family of Dr. Hugo Cevallos, with whom he and Peter were living in Quito, he wrote the following in his
journal:
To supplement his funds he has rented the bigger bedroom of the house to us two gringos; the
rest of the family sleeps in two rooms. Not so soft, but he is a happier man than dozens of the
much wealthier, less busy, successful businessmen | have men the States. The most modern
thing in the home is a telephone. He has a radio, but no car. His wife cooks on kerosene,
without electric beater or refrigerator or oven of any sort. And they are supremely happy. |
haven't heard a cross word pass between them or
is civilized anyhow? _A man does not con%ist i
After the short period in Quito Jim and Pete moved to engage in ministry in the jungle at the missions
base known as Shandia. They lived a simple existence ministering to the Quichuas in the seas of mud

and vegetation which are staples of the rainforest. They engaged in language learning, medical work, the

construction of new buildings and teachi ng b agmade séhool.”® he mi ssion‘ s

% Elliot, Shadow of the Almighty; the Life & Testament of Jim Elliot, 174.
7 |bid., 176. This of course is a quotation of Luke 12:13-1513 Someone in the crowd said to him,
the inheritance with me.ll 14 But he said to him, —Man , wilake mad e

care,andbeonyourguar d against all covetousness, for one's I|life does not
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His letters and relationship with Betty continued during this time with his heart being drawn ever
towards her. A letter to her dated December 4™ has a bit of an ironic twist:
Betty, | do fear sometimes like a worrying mother, that something will happen to you and | will
lose you, and then what would | do, where would | be

Where would my imagination go when | went to sleep? There could be nothing else in life like
this for me. Funny, but | never think of my having the accident and your losing me!*°

Ji m' s wupan mairiagg and his intense desire to serve the Lord as a single man fell a death blow to
the will of God on January 29" 1953. On this day he asked Elisabeth Howard, his beloved friend Betty, to
be his wife. That year the camp of Shandia was nearly wiped off the map by a torrential flood. Their
camp literally fell into the river and had to be moved back from the water and almost completely rebuilt.
Ed and Marilou McCully having arrived in Ecuador decided to stay at Shandia to learn the language
rather than start a new work in the jungle. Jim and Betty were eventually married on October 8" of 1953,
Jim's twent y. Thd fendd webeiomce againatogether, this time both with their wives, in

Ecuador rather than Milwaukee. The time together was brief as the Elliots soon launched out in a new

work in the jungle village of Puyupungu. Shandia was now serving as a base for many smaller

missionary outposts throughout the jungle. The radio knit them all together and the airplane, and its pilot

Nate Saint, became the workhorse of the missionary jun
slowed down immensely much to the fact that he now could talk deeply with his wife about the matters of

his soul. In February 1955, sixteen months after they were married, Elisabeth gave birth to a little girl who

was named Valerie. Shewouldbet he EIl |l i ot*‘s only child together.

Through Gates of Splendor

The missionaries all braved snake bites, flood, disease, foot rot, bouts with discouragement,
intense language difficulties, and rudimentary living conditions, but yet many of their hearts, especially
Jim* ,awvas still set on someday reaching the Aucas; the untouched tribe which was known for its savage

and frenzied revenge killing with razor sharp spears.*® In September 1955 God ordained that a door

29 .

Ibid., 196.
% |nformation about the Waodani (the Quichuas called them Auca, which meant savage) can be found in the documentary from Jim
Hanon, "Beyond the Gates of Splendor," (2005). At this time in history anthropologist Jim Yost estimated that 6 out of 10 adult



would indeed be opened to this tribe. Ed McCully and Nate Saint spotted an Auca village from the air
close to the mouth of the Arajuno River, a location where the Aucas had recently attacked. The men
began dropping gifts to the Auca in hopes of establishing friendly contact. No one was more thrilled than
Jim, who secretly began visiting a captive Auca woman in order to learn some phrases in their language.
The gift drops continued to go well with the Auca returning a beautiful jungle parrot to the basket lowered
from the missionary airplane. The men were convinced it was time to go to them and share with them the
gospel of Jesus Christ. They shared their plans with very few people, only their spouses knew of their
intentions. Nate Sainthadl ocated a | arge sandbar on the river, af f e
the missionaries, which would be suitable for landing. Nate Saint, Ed McCully, Pete Flemming, Jim Elliot,
and the recently enjoined Roger Youderian would launch into the unknown on January 2™ 1956. Before
leaving his family to reach out to the Auca, Elisabeth shared her concerns for the safety of his life. Jim
gentlyrespondedtohi s wi f e —I f wap darlingal anb ready ta dietfoh thetsalvation of the

A u ¢ asThd last words we have from Jim Elliot were scribbled in a letter to Elisabeth on January 4™
We‘re going down now, inquipsdkeats| psayer iigdulfheasts. Allfar mow+ tyoure s
| over* Jvo oeydllater, January 8" 1956 the tribe for whom Jim Elliot had prayed for six years
speared him and his four companions to death because of a lie told by one of the Aucas which turned
them against the missionaries.** Jim Elliot lay dead on a river bed at 28 years of age. He had hardly any

possessions, and held no position of power, but great value had indeed been displayed.

Postscript

Steve Saint, the son of martyred missionary pilot Nate Saint, had this to say of the death of these

men: As [the killers] described their recollections it occurred to me how incredibly unlikely it was that the

Palm Beach killing took place at all; it is an anomaly that | cannot explain outside of divine intervention.>*

Waodanide at hs over the | ast five generations were from homicide. They
culture.

% Elliot, Shadow of the Almighty; the Life & Testament of Jim Elliot, 241.

% bid., 244.

% The full account of the last four days at Palm Beach can be found in Elisabeth Elliot, Through Gates of Splendor, 40th anniversary
ed. (Wheaton, lllinois: Tyndale House Publishers, inc., 1996).

3 Steve Saint, "Did They Have to Die?," Christianity Today, September 16 1996, 25. Available online at
http://www.ctlibrary.com/ct/1996/september16/6ta020.html
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In other words, Steve Saint was convinced that Godhador dai ned hi s f ather ‘s death.

Eli sabeth and Valerie EIliot, along with Nate Saint's
had murdered their loved ones. Slowly the tribe came to believe in the God whose Son was speared for

them and commanded us in his -earvingsll to walk a different trail and to cease the cycle of spearing

which was destroying their people. The Waodoni, which had been | abel ed

Quichuas, were changed. Their environment remained the same, they were the same biologically, and
they had the same tools, food and way of life. The only difference was that they had heard a different

word from an outside world. They had heard the truth that sets men free.

Distinguishing Marks of an Inverted Soul T Lessons Learned From the Life of Jim Elliot
Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God.

Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith.>
Hebrews 13:7

InmystudyofJ i m EI | i ot ‘s s tthingsy Othersimayaglean diffieremt Eessgns from

his life, these seven | offer only as those which gripped me most tightly.

First T He Lived Devoted to his Convictions

From an early age Jim Elliot desired to read and know the Scriptures. He practiced the spiritual
disciplines of prayer, Scripture reading, meditation, journaling, worship, solitude and communion
throughout his life.*®* He saw the value of a life devoted to Christ of higher worth than the pleasures of
this age. Of the Bible he wrote:

In reading the Scriptures | find great moral power. Therein | am made aware of two great forces

for good in human experience: the fear of God and the grace of God. Without the fear of God |
would not stop doing evil; the fear of God restrains. Without the grace of God | would have no

% All Scripture is from Holy Bible : English Standard Version, (Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway Bibles, 2001).
* See pages 39, 52, 53, 60, 61, 62, 74, 85, 109, 111, 172 of Elliot, Shadow of the Almighty; the Life & Testament of Jim Elliot. to
observe his practice of the disciplines.



desire to approach positive goodness. The one is a deterrent from evil; the other is an

encouragementt o good. —Where withal shaddnhotsamuctomakeg man c |l
upforwhati s past, but perfect what is future —by takincg
Thy word. Il —These things | am writing to you that vy

this very intent: to be a means of grace in struggling against sin. Would that Christians read their
Scriptures. We should have a holier band for it.*’

And of the life lived for God, at age 24 he wrote:
The training has been good, and to the glory of God. | am ready to meet Jesus. Failure means
nothing now, only that it taught me life. Success is meaningless, only that it gave me farther
experience in using the great gift of God, Life. And Life, | love thee. Not because thou art long,
or because thou hast done great things for me, but simply because | have thee from God.*®

On another occasion later that same year:
I recognized that all | am and have is the Al mighty
course of my life—with accident, tragedy, or any event unforeseen. Job is a lesson in
acceptance, not of blind resignation, but of believing acceptance, that what God does is well
done. So, Father with happy committal | give you my life again this morning—not for anything

special, simply to let you know that | regard it as yours. Do with it as it pleases you, only give me
great grace to do for the glory of Christ Jesus whatever comes to me in sickness and in health.*

Second i He was Frustrated with the Status Quo and Committed Himself to Live Differently

Jim Elliot read his Bible, he walked with God and he saw the blasé dead religious world around
him in many places in America. He did not like the lukewarm faith of those around him; he did not like it
as he saw it in himself. He wrestled with doubts and frustration like many of us, but he also trusted God
in the midst of it, to use his life for whatever God would so choose. At the age of 21 in his journal he
wrote —Deep sense of U%ardlatestsanyeas:s t his morningl
—Oh how we need to Holy Spirit t Refggéncingtheae s a godl y d
lukewarm church of Revelation 3] And not to go sour, but to maintain that gladness of heart that is
to characterize the people whose God is the Lord.**
Finally, commentingonh i s own s pi r i t @hatheredsdimend réachand deek Ged, but my
desire slackens. Lord, uphold thy lily-saint. Stay me, Jehovah, for Thine is a strong right arm and mine

so weak!I*?

% bid., 155, 156.
% |bid., 157.

* Ibid., 184.

“0 |pid., 81.

“ |bid., 104.



Third i He Read Widely and Often, Especially Biography

His letters and journals record him reading poetry, classic literature, various thinkers of the day,
and a plethora of Christian biography.43 He knew the value of learning from the life of other Christians
who have lived in a different age from his own. To see life and God and Christ through the life of another
was of great aid to him. Reading quiets the heart and stills the mind. Jim Elliot practiced and knew this

well.

Fourth i He Saw the Mission of the Gospel as an Affair to be Lived with Friends

Elliot was always leading a pack and he saw the Christian life as one lived together in community.
He lived this way, he died this way. He saw a pattern in the New Testament of being sent out with others,
so he would not go to Ecuador until God provided a partner. This God provided in Pete Fleming. He
mission work was spent with dearest friends that were cultivated earlier in life during his time at Wheaton
College. To labor for Kingdom purposes is not an easy task and the love, grace, encouragement, maybe

a kick in the butt or two from friends is needed. | saw this in Jim Elliot.

Fifth i He Loved to Laugh and Have Fun

The ever jokester and prankster, Jim Elliot knew how to have fun. Whether acting like a drunk on
a bus with Ed McCully™, or spontaneously laughing with friends he was quite often the life of a party. He
lived life with spontaneity which many attributed to his life not being overly entangled in many of the
affairs of this world. It is a mistake to think that Jim Elliot was a bore because he lived with such intensity
for the gospel; in fact precisely the opposite was true. He was a free man precisely because of his

commitment to Christ; and this freedom gave him true joy.

*? |bid., 105.

“% |bid., 109. | noted his reading of the biographies of David Brainerd, William Farel, Bunyan, as well as the works of Harding, Poe,
Hemingway, and Nietzsche. He wrote of his reading: It takes strict and careful discipline to keep my heart in Bible study in the
forenoon, and in prayer. The rest of the day is desecrated with these others, secular and sacred.

“ This story is recounted by a student friend at Wheaton in the documentary "Beyond the Gates of Splendor."



Sixth i He had a High Respect for Women and Provided a Great Model for Pursuing Marriage

Though he was known humorously as a woman hater because he showed no interest in dating
and he teased friends about getting hooked by women, Jim Elliot treated the women in his life with
incredible respect. He wrote letters showing great honor to his mother, sister, and his beloved Elisabeth.
He also trusted God for patience and focus to trust the Lord with being single, even when he ached to be
with his best friend. The dating life of the Elliots is recorded in Elisabeth* book Passion and Purity*®
which is still in print. Many may find their courtship—o | d f alls hli ofnceudnd t heir r el ati ons

refreshment from a different time.

Seventh i His top priority was to live according to the Will of God

Butafewqguot es will suffice to demonstr atngtothd | i ot * s chi
gracious and good will of his God. The following are by ho means exhaustive, but representative of the
heart of the man | have seen in his writings:
God knows, and | believe He has sent this that | might be weaned more and more from things
material—even good, legitimate things—and have my affections set more firmly on Him whom to
possess is to have everything. Who could ask for more?*°
Dreams are tawdry when compared with the leading of God, and not worthy of the aura of wonder
we usually surround them with. God only doeth wonders. He does nothing else. His hand can
work nothing less. Praise to the Guiding God of Israel, the Great Shepherd of the wayward
sheep. When he directs a path, no way can seem bleak, no instance dull*’
To dream, and want and pray, almost savagely; then to commit and wait and see Him quietLy pile
all dreams aside and replace them with what we could not dream, the realized Will [of God] 8

| offer this to you before our God for the sake of continuing the dream of Jesus who sought not

his own will -but the will of him who sent mell® and the dream of Paul —t mawtas always Christ will be

“® Elisabeth Elliot, Passion and Purity: Learning to Bring Your Love Life under Christ's Control 2nd ed. (Grand Rapids: Revell, 2002).
“® Elliot, Shadow of the Almighty; the Life & Testament of Jim Elliot, 203.
a7 .
Ibid., 178.
* Ibid., 191.
* John 5:30



honored in my bodyl®and of A @©dardsnyiGademy-tight, my Wealth, and my Salvationl®* and
of Teresa of Avila et nothing disturb thee, Let nothing affright thee, All things are passing, God
changeth neverl®®andJ ohn Bunyan whose goal waisvisiblel®band of JimeElliat pon Go d

who desired only that -my life may be an exhibit to the value of knowing God. | Nowheyoway it

dream and mine to follow our great God and Savior into his future for our lives.

Soli Deo Gloria - To God Alone be All Glory

Reid S. Monaghan

% phjlippians 1:20

® Augustine, Confessions, IX, 1.

*2 Teresa of Avila, "Let Nothing Disturb Thee!," in Hispanic Anthology: Poems Translated from the Spanish by English and North
American Poets, ed. Thomas Walsh (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1920).

%3 John Bunyan, Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners (Hertfordshire, England: Evangelical Press, 1978), 122.
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