
REMINDERS FOR THE JOURNEY 

2 TIMOTHY 4:1-8 (ESV)  

 

4:1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 

dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of 

season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is 

coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate 

for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth 

and wander off into myths. 5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work 

of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

 

6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 

7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is 

laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me 

on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. 

A SACRED CHARGE—PREACH THE WORD 

 

In the opening of Paul’s last words to Timothy, he gives him several commands and charges.  First he reminds 

him that his life is to be centered on the Word of God; he is to publically, openly proclaim the Scriptures.  His 

leadership will consist of correcting, rebuking and exhorting others and this must be centered in the gospel 

not his own opinions or abilities.  

 

PEOPLE WILL PUNK OUT  

 

People will not always want to listen to sound doctrine (Teaching) about Jesus Christ.  It is much easier for us 

to make up our own gospel which is more amicable to our sensibilities.  Paul exhorts Timothy not to punk out 

and turn from the truth to man made myths.  When the world around us turns to a myriad of philosophies, 

religions and ideologies, our hope remains in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  

 

SOBER MINDED FAITHFULNESS — WALKING ON TOWARDS GLORY 

 

While the world might leave the biblical teaching and way of Jesus, we will remain focused upon him and his 

word.  Life will be a fight, a battle for our worship and allegiance in the middle of a world wrought with chaos 

and sin.  Our own lives must focus upon him daily to live upside down and finish the race of life faithfully.  

There is great reward at the end of this journey—eternity and God’s Kingdom await and there is great reward 

ahead. 
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MY NOTES — 2 TIMOTHY 4:1-8 

4:1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing 

and his kingdom:  

 

 

 

 

 

2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and 

teaching.  

 

 

Keeping the two hands of preaching and service joined together... 

 

 

 

3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 

themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

 

 

Sober Minded vs. Drunk Minded 

 

 

 

6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come.  

 

 

 

 

7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  

 

 

 

 

 

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on 

that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. 

 

 

 

 

 

I am leaving the ship of the Church in a storm, but while the great Pilot is in it, the loss of a poor under-rower will be 

inconsiderable.  - John Owen 


